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 I'm a ham radio operator and spend some time working with radios and electronics. So 
when I heard this story it really made me think! I hope that you will find some application in 
your own life as well... 
 A few weeks ago, I was shuffling toward the basement shack with a steaming cup of 
coffee in one hand and the morning paper in the other. What began as a typical Saturday 
morning, turned into one of those lessons that life seems to hand you from time to time. Let 
me tell you about it. 
 I turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham radio in order to listen 
to a Saturday morning swap net. Along the way, I came across an older sounding chap, with 
a tremendous signal and a golden voice. You know, the kind. He sounded like he should be 
in the broadcasting business. He was telling whomever he was talking with something about 
"a thousand marbles". 
 I was intrigued and stopped to listen to what he had to say. "Well, Tom, it sure sounds 
like you're busy with your job. I'm sure they pay you well but it's a shame you have to be 
away from home and your family so much. Hard to believe a young fellow should have to 
work sixty or seventy hours a week to make ends meet. Too bad you missed your daughter's 
dance recital." 
 He continued, "Let me tell you something, Tom, something that has helped me keep a 
good perspective on my own priorities." And that's when he began to explain his theory of "a 
thousand marbles." 
 You see, I sat down one day and did a little arithmetic. The average person lives about 
seventy-five years. I know, some live more and some live less, but on average, folks live 
about seventy-five years." 
 Now then, I multiplied 75 times 52 and I came up with 3,900, which is the number of 
Saturdays that the average person has in their entire lifetime. Now stick with me Tom, I'm 
getting to the important part." 
 It took me until I was fifty-five years old to think about all this in any detail," he went on, 
"and by that time I had lived through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays. I got to thinking 
that if I lived to be seventy-five, I only had about a thousand of them left to enjoy." 
 So I went to a toy store and bought every single marble they had. I ended up having to 
visit three toy stores to round-up 1,000 marbles. I took them home and put them inside of a 
large, clear plastic container right here in the shack next to my gear. Every Saturday since 
then, I have taken one marble out and thrown it away." 
 I found that by watching the marbles diminish, I focused more on the really important 
things in life. There is nothing like watching your time here on this earth run out to help get 
your priorities straight." 
 Now let me tell you one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my lovely wife out 
for breakfast. This morning, I took the very last marble out of the container. I figure if I make 
it until next Saturday then I have been given a little extra time. And the one thing we can all 
use is a little more time."  
 "It was nice to meet you Tom, I hope you spend more time with your family, and I hope 
to meet you again." 
 You could have heard a pin drop on the radio when this fellow signed off. I guess he 
gave us all a lot to think about. I had planned to work on the antenna that morning, and then 
I was going to meet up with a few hams to work on the next club newsletter. Instead, I went 
upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss. 
 C'mon honey, I'm taking you and the kids to breakfast." 
 What brought this on?" she asked with a smile. 
 Oh, nothing special, it's just been a long time since we spent a Saturday together with 
the kids. Hey, can we stop at a toy store while we're out? I need to buy some marbles."   

 

WELCOME VISITORS: 

 We are so glad you decided to be 
here today!  It is always such a 
blessing to be able to meet you and be 
encouraged by your presence.  Thank 
you for coming our way. 

FOR THE CHILDREN: 

 Children’s Worship Bulletins are 
available at the back for ages 3-6 and 
ages 7-12. 
 Attended Nursery for infants 
through age two. Parents may leave 
their children in the nursery before the 
worship service begins. 
 A Training Room for parents to 
use anytime during the worship 
service is also provided across the hall 
from the attended nursery. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: 

 Hearing aid devices are available 
and may be received from the 
attendant in the sound room at the rear 
of the auditorium. 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 

HEAR 
 But He said, "More than that, 
blessed are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it!" 

(Luke 11: 28) 
BELIEVE 
 "He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be 
condemned.” 

(Mark 16: 16) 
REPENT 
 Then Peter said to them, 
"Repent, and let every one of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit” 

(Acts 2: 38). 
CONFESS 
 "Therefore whoever confesses 
Me before men, him I will also 
confess before My Father who is 
in heaven." 

(Matthew 10: 32) 
BE BAPTIZED 
 "And now why are you 
waiting? Arise and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord." 

(Acts 22: 16) 

FREE BIBLE STUDY BY MAIL 

If you would like to receive the first 
lesson, send to: 

Sebring Parkway Church of Christ 

3800 Sebring Parkway 

Sebring, FL  33870 

Name _________________________  
Address _______________________  
______________________________  
Age Range: 
  [ ]      0 - 10 yrs    [ ]    11 - 17 yrs 
  [ ]    18 - 50 yrs    [ ]    51 - ?? yrs 
 

One Thousand Marbles 



Mark Your Calendars 

Following AM services on Sunday, 
January 29th, we will have pot-luck.  

Everyone is invited to stay and enjoy a time of good food 
and fellowship.  Please bring enough to share and invite 
friends and family members to attend. 
 
When:  January 29 – Feb. 1st 
Where:  Lake Placid Church of Christ 
Time:  Monday – Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Speaker:  Verlon Carrell 
More information is on the bulletin board in the hallway. 

 
Mother/Daughter Retreat at Central 

Florida Bible Camp, February 3rd-4th.   More information 
is on the bulletin board in the hall. 
 
Mark your calendars for our annual 
Ladies Day Feb. 4th with Registration at 
8:30 am.  Invite, Invite, and Invite.  Help 
make this a wonderful day. 

 
Sunday, February 5th we will have guest 
speaker, John Grubb. 
 

 
Central Florida Bible Camp will be 
celebrating their 50th Anniversary on 
February 18

th, from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 
Sunday, March 5th we will have guest 
speaker Ken Joines with us.  

 
Christian Home and Bible School’s
24th Annual Boyd Scholarship 
Dinner is April 8th at 5:30 pm with 
speaker George Goldtrap.  Each 

year through the Boyd Scholarship Fund they are able to 
provide scholarships to families who would not otherwise 
be able to send their children to Christian Home & Bible 
School.  They are in need of quilts to auction at this 
dinner.  If you would like to help, there is more 
information on the back bulletin board. 
 
 Two trips are being planned.  One is to 
the Edison and Ford Winter Estates and the 
other is on the Peace River Cruise and 
Dinner.  If you would like to attend, there 
are sign-up sheets on the back bulletin 
board.  No date has been set for these trips.  
Any questions see Bill Sweeton.  

 A water bearer 
in India had two 
large pots, each 
hung on the end of 
a pole, which he 
carried across his 
neck. One of the 
pots was perfectly 
made and never 
leaked. The other 
pot had a crack in it 

and by the time the water bearer reached his master's 
house it had leaked much of it's water and was only half 
full.  
 For a full two years this went on daily, with the 
bearer delivering only one and a half pots full of water to 
his master's house. Of course, the perfect pot was 
proud of its accomplishments. However, the poor 
cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and 
miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of 
what it had been made to do. 
 After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter 
failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day by the 
stream. "I am ashamed of myself, and I want to 
apologize to you." "Why?" asked the bearer. "What are 
you ashamed of?" "I have been able, for these past two 
years, to deliver only half my load because this crack in 
my side causes water to leak out all the way back to 
your master's house. Because of my flaws, you have to 
do all of this work, and you don't get full value from your 
efforts," the pot said. 
 The water bearer felt sorry for the old cracked pot, 
and in his compassion he said, "As we return to the 
master's house, I want you to notice the beautiful 
flowers along the path." 
  Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked pot 
took notice of the sun warming the beautiful wild flowers 
on the side of the path, and this cheered it some. But at 
the end of the trail, it still felt bad because it had leaked 
out half its load, and so again the pot apologized to the 
bearer for its failure. 
  The bearer said to the pot, "Did you notice that there 
were flowers only on your side of your path, but not on 
the other pot's side? That's because I have always 
known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it. I 
planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every 
day while we walk back from the stream, you've watered 
them. For two years, I have been able to pick these 
beautiful flowers to decorate my master's table. Without 
you being just the way you are, he would not have this 
beauty to grace his house."  
 Each of us has our own unique flaws. We're all 
cracked pots. However, if we will allow it, God will use 
our flaws to grace his table. In God's great economy, 
nothing goes to waste. Don't be afraid of your flaws. 
Acknowledge them, and you too can be the cause of 
beauty. Know that in our weakness we find our strength. 
 

Author Unknown  

 



 

Our Record January 15th, 2006  

Bible Study  
Sunday AM Worship  
Sunday PM Worship  
Contribution  
Wednesday Bible Study  
Building Fund  
Ukraine Building Fund  
F.H. Gates  
Special Mission Efforts 

145
249
138

$4317
not available

$85
$0
$0
$0

Visitors Last Week 
Eldon & Jan Dennis    Elizabeth Holt 
Billy R. & Geraldene Davis  Linda Rodriquez 
Larry & Vonda Fravel     Lorene Whither 
Rob & Wanda Erwin    Ray & Betty Moore 
Ben & Jerrie Shepard    M/M Harold Bridges 
Jean & Bill Thompson    John E. Hendrix 
Russ & Glenda Smith     Billy & Mary Ables 

 
Please remember to invite others to 
our services.  There are cards 
available in the foyer to help you 
invite others.  

Upcoming Birthdays 

Helen Underwood 
Clark Gannon 
Ruby Blain 
Natalie Lepley 
Clyde Bush 

01/25
01/26
01/26
01/27
01/30

Help 
The communion sign-up sheet is 
looking blank.  No one has 
signed up for February and several other months.  Please 
sign up today if you can help. 

Prayer List 

� Edison Green was admitted to the Florida Hospital 
in Orlando on Thursday and had quadruple heart 
bypass surgery on Friday morning. 

� Al Overfield continues to improve and has begun 
taking steps. 

� Evelyn Smith is at home and making some 
improvement. 

� Sabrina Cooper is currently undergoing tests to rule 
out bone cancer. 

� Marilyn Sweeton will be scheduling a heart cath.  

� Elizabeth Tubbs is at home undergoing treatment 
for infection in the bone of her foot. 

� Jean Fulbright is recovering from knee surgery. 

Prayer List-continued 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

� Frank Henry continued health concerns.  
� Olin Shinholser continued recovery from burns. 
� Wayne Welsh and family as he undergoes 

treatment for health concerns 
� Teresa Naugle remains under doctor's care. 
� Several members have colds or viruses.  

EXTENDED FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

� Lorene Whither asks for prayers for her health. 
� Gary Taylor, son of Kathryn Taylor and brother of 

Betty Abrams, is following up with doctors to 
determine what is the best treatment for his cancer.  
He would enjoy card and letters.  His address is: 

Gary Taylor 
1546 Cincinnati Ave. 

Panama City, Florida  32401 
Phone:  850-215-0242 

Email:  Gary Taylor@knology.net 

� Mason, cousin of Hayden Parker in Atlanta, he is 6 
months old and his soft spot has closed. Doctors are 
trying to determine the best treatment.  

� Andrea Barrett, sister of Helen Underwood, 
recovering from broken hip. 

� Ed Weaver, father of Carolyn Thomas, under 
hospice care. 

� Evelyn Einfeldt, stepmother of Rachel Capps, had a 
complete mastectomy this week at Highlands 
Regional for breast cancer. 

� Henry Rimes, continues a day to day battle. 

� Cindy Lafrote, sister of Mary Welsh, treatment for 
cancer. 

� Shirley Waldrop, had a 6-inch cancerous tumor 
removed from spinal cord.   

� Garrett Canales, 18-year-old great great nephew of 
Gwin Barnum, is currently recovering from back 
surgery. 

� Katherine Farmer continued health problems. 

� K.P. Mitchell, brother-in-Law of Lula Powell-
Pearce, due to complications had to have 7th 
operation this week on replaced hip.   

MISSION EFFORTS 

� Anil Tejpaul and family and Javeed Ally in 
Guyana. (Great amount of concern from criminal 
activity preceding this year’s elections.) 

� Vovo Shoot and family and Dema Galook and 

family in Chernovtsy. 

� F.H. & Becky Gates in Brazil.  The Gates will be in 
town this week.  

 



SCHEDULED TO SERVE 

THIS SUNDAY 

Prepare Communion: 

Patty Massey 

Greeters: 

Ron Horton Kristal Burgess 
Bill Sweeton June Hackbart 

Pick Up Cards: 

Philip Naugle & Troy Talbert 

Pick Up Communion Cups: 

Nicholas Stalter & Victor Oregon 

Sound Room: 

BJ Thomas 

Secure Building This Week: 

BJ Thomas 

Announcements: 

Paul Talbert 

Song Leader: 

Jim Morris 

Opening Prayer: 

Harry Johnson 

Lord’s Supper: 

Preside: 

Allen Barber 
Serve: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Nicholas Stalter 
Bill Benton 
James Ware 
Harlen Drew 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Chris Fowler 
Bob Parnett 
Jim Headley 
Dwain Chambers  

Closing Prayer: 

John Roberts 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader: Opening Prayer: 

Chris Fowler Bill Sweeton 

Lord’s Supper: Closing Prayer: 

Allen Barber Troy Talbert 

Allen Barber 

Song Leader: Invitation: 

James Ware Jim Morris 

Closing Prayer: 

Dale Spung 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Prepare Communion: 

Patty Massey 

Greeters: 

Ron Horton John Roberts 
Bill Sweeton Donna Roberts 

Pick Up Cards: 

Nicholas Stalter & Forest Ritenour 

Pick Up Communion Cups: 

Austin Ritenour & Kaitlyn Nall 

Sound Room: 

George Lazzell 

Secure Building Next Week: 

George Lazzell 

Announcements: 

Roger Gurganus 

Song Leader: 

Edison Green 

Opening Prayer: 

Chapman Chamberlin 

Lord’s Supper: 

Preside: 

Harry Johnson 
Serve: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Don Gunter 
Philip Naugle 
Don Ware 
Dale Naugle 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

BJ Thomas 
Rodney Burgess 
Delbert Mason 
Wayne Anderson  

Closing Prayer: 

Bill Sweeton 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader: Opening Prayer: 

Jim Morris Don Ware 

Lord’s Supper: Closing Prayer: 

Harry Johnson Allen Barber 

Wednesday Evening 
Song Leader: Invitation: 
James Naugle Dale Naugle 

Closing Prayer: 

Chris Fowler 
 

Sebring Parkway Church of Christ 
3800 Sebring Parkway 
Sebring, FL  33870 

PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

Return Postage Guaranteed  

REMINDER: 
 If for some reason you 
find that you cannot serve as 
scheduled in the monthly 
assignment schedule, please 
call Chris Fowler as soon as 
possible so that a substitute can 
be selected. 

 Those serving are asked to 
be here at least 10 minutes 
before the service starts. 

 Those who participate 
Sunday morning are asked to 

wear appropriate dress 

attire, preferably, though not 
required, a dress shirt and tie.  
 At other services casual 
sport shirt and slacks are 
acceptable; no T-shirts or 
shorts should be worn while 
serving the congregation. 

 Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

SHEPHERDS 

Dave Marcum......... 385-8899 
(Treasurer/ Administration/ 
Membership Directory) 

Olin Shinholser ...... 382-1060 
(Worship Services/ Education) 

Paul Talbert ........... 385-3756 
(Building & Grounds/ Benevolence/ 
Membership Services/ Directory) 

EVANGELIST 

Bryan Naugle ......... 314-9828 

DEACONS 

Chris Fowler........... 386-4661 
(Youth Director/ Services Director/ 
Substitute Teacher Assignments) 

Roger Gurganus....  453-3939 
(Building & Grounds Maintenance 

(Outside)/ Transportation/ 
Communion) 

Tracey Stalter........  471-9736 
(Building Maintenance (Inside)/ 
Membership Directory/ Pews) 

BJ Thomas.............  385-7270 
(Building Maintenance (Outside)/ 

Benevolence) 

Don Ware ..............  382-0194 
(Special Mission Efforts/ 

 Timothy Class)  

MEET WITH US 

Sunday Bible Study ........9:00 AM 
Sunday AM Worship ....10:00 AM 
Sunday PM Service......... 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study.. 7:00 PM 

Website: 

http://www.sebringcoc.com 

Email: 

sebringparkway@sebringcoc.com 
 

 


